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I N all my travels, I have made it a practice upon reaching any

stra~ge' city to visit at once a book-store or photogrnphk
gallery, and purchase a serieg of views which SllOUld recall the
place, its scenery, and other features of interest.
With such a pocket panorama I have visited the localities
illustrated, and most carefully comparing the copies with the
originals, have noted wherein the former \ ere imperfect or inadequate. By this means those effects of light, color, and clistance which.. elude the camera, have b~n fined into the llicture
and impressed on the memory ~ so that, bowever hurried may
have been the visit, its reality for many years afterward is recalled in all its freshness by a glance at the photocrraph.
Necessity, rather than choice, has led to the adoption of this
plan, for my travels have seldom afforded the time for lingering
t~ study the beauties of scenery and treasures of art.
In these respects mv Brazilian trip was not exceptional, and a
few of the photographs so collected and used have been inserted
among these letters. 'fhough they may not take life and color
to those who have never visited the scenes they represent, still it
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is hoped they may be found ::n acceptable substitute for many
IJages of printed description.
I beg leave to express here my sincere gratitude for introductory letters from many kind friends. These in all cases elicited
the most cordial and hospitable response, opening the door 10
tbe desired acquaintance with Brazilian sllcial life, arid procuring
for me many polite attentions, the retrospect of which is one of
oft-recurring pleasure.
W. S. A.
WILMINGTON, Nov. 1871;.
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HE daily life on a steamer bound for the South American ports is so monotonous that it is not surprising
to find those who are exposed to its influence relieving the
tedium by lengthy accounts of its few novelties and incidents. What editors might charge to malice is really only
a lazy generosity, willing to bestow its dullness upon them
and the public. Well! what else could be expected from
one who leaves :N ew York with the dreary certainty of
spending twenty-seven days at shortest on his journey.
This is a long time to look forward to, and it is only when
one has beeu at sea long enough to forget the days as they
pas , Lhat he become at all reconciled to the trip. Strllnge
as it may seem, a ship's company actually do forget the
lapse of time. This was illustrated the other day by a~king
a dozen passengers, in quick snccession, what day of the
week it was. The replies Tanged all the way from Tuesday
to Saturday.
As many are doubtless unfamiliar with the route pursued in a trip from New York to Brazil, it may be well to
note that the most dU'ect course is by the ves els of the
United States and Brazil Mail Steamship Oompany. They
are steamers of over 2,000 tons burden and sail on the
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twenty-third of each month. The entire distance of about
six thousand miles is divided into five unequal parts by
the stoppages made at the ports of St. Thomas, Para,
Pernambuco, Bahia, and finally at Rio de Jaueiro. The
respective distances are 1,400, 1,610, 1,090, 375, and 725
miles. Were it not for these little breaks in the journey
and the opportunities they afford of visiting tropical cities,
the monotony of the yoynge would be almost intolerable.
Our vessel left Pier J o. -!3, "rorth River, promptly at
3 P. M., ~tnd was soou out of sight of the wlt,ing handkerchiefs of friends who had taken fn,vomble positious on the
neighboring steamer" Acaplllco' , a ves el, by the way, of
which every Wilmingtonian has ju t cause to feel proud.
It took but a short time to reach the "Hook," where we
bade adieu to that connecting link between voyagers and
llOme-tbe weather-beaten pilot--who generally leaves with
his pockets fi]]ed with letters, which in tIle course of a few
day find their way into the sacks of the Post Office Department. The sailoI" in the meantime quickly pread the sails,
which contributed several knots per hour to our progress.
In the days fonowing the wind veered around from a IJoint
west of north to northeast, and blew steadily and vigorously
until our arrival at St. Thomas. Of course the sea rose
quite high and made om stanch vessel roll continually.
Each day, however, gave the air a higher temperatme, while
the Gulfweed and our tiny friends, the flying fish, reminded
us that we were approaching a tropical clime. Frequent
rain clouds furni hed a delicate background on which the
suu constantly painted the most beautiful rainbows, and at
night the young moon made promenading on deck the
ffLvorite pastime. It was not many days ere we were obliged
to substitute summer for winter clothing, for the thermometer had, in the meantime, risen to 78 degrees in the daytime, and remained at 70° dlll'ing the night.
Early in the morning of the 29th of JlLnuury we dropped
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anchor in the barbor of St. Thomas and "ere quickly SlU'roundecl by a host of mall boats, each one of whicb was
manned by one or more negroes. The health-officer and
barbor-master ~oon made their official yisit , whicb were succeeued by a clambering of pas enger over the side of the'
steamer and the start of a fleet of boats for the shore.
This island, whose beautiful harbor has for rear" pa t
formed the place of rendezvou for tbe West India traders,
helongs to Dcnmark. It i· eight miles in length b~' three
in width, and its rugged hills rise to an altitude of ~ome
2,000 teet. The population con i t of about 2,000 whites
and 1,400 blacks. The ancient brick fort, garrisoned by a
corporal's guard, is remarkably suggestive of the" good old
times' when war wa conducted on principles less de tructive than those now in vogue. The hou es rarely exceed
,two stories in height, on account of the dread tbeir inmates
bave of earthquakes. Their exterior is stuccoed and the
many delicl1te shades they have been pain ted remind oue
of the city of Venice. The re embbnce, however, does 1l0t
hold good for the house-topE', as nel1rly all of the roof: glow
with :'\. brick-reu tint. rrhe windows are quita inllocBllt of
sash and the green slat blind afford the only protection
from the glaring rays of the sun. The fir~t floor of the
hou e is u ually devoted to commercia.] pmposes, and the
family occupy the second. In the back yard it is not unusual to find a handsome cocoa-nnt palm, a huge cactus,
or an orange tree.
The principal hotel of the place is located near the landing, and is known a Hotel du Oommerce. You a~cend
the stone stairway to the econd tory, and from the diningroom ("e should say balcony, for it is all open to the air)
one can watch the street life below, as well as look out npon
a garden abounding iu tropical trees and plants.
To us, it is always a OlUce of pleasure to contra t the
negro in the tropics with those of his race that occupy
01/
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more temperate climes. With the former there is an elasticity of expression and apparent relish of life that is not
found in northern regions. Somehow or other their spirits
possess peculiar thermo-specific conditions, that are as
quickly affected by cold as a bottle of olive oil, which in it
native clime is most beautifuJly liJ1l.,Pid, but congeals under
eXIJosure to our northern winters. There is a rollicking
joyousness allout their lives, as they expose themselves to
the mid-clay sun, which is a source of envy to those who
must stay under shelter or only Yenture out carefully
screened by a huge umbrella.
As St. Thomas is practically a free port (the duty is
about one and a half l)er cent.), one can sect'tre good bargains in clothing and other articles adapted to the tropics.
Of course the Oriental practice of chargiug two prices is the
rule rather than the exception, but a sufficient Dumber of
feints to leave, ancl quotation of "last price" eventu::L!ly
bring a reasonable rate of exchange. The EngE h language is very generally spoken. This is owing to the fact
that with a few exceptions all of the Windward Islands are
owned by Great Britain, and tIle island of St. T.homas is
their principal depot of supplies and port of exportation.
At noon, our steamer fired a gun as signal for departure,
and by one o'clock we were steaming toward the l::md of
the Southern Oross. It was with regret that we bid adieu
to about fifteen of' OtU" passengers who remained at the
Island, for on a long vOY~Lge one is greatly dependent on
the influence of congenial society to help pass the time.
It is odll how many curious characters one meets with
while at sea, and how diverse are the missions of those
journeying by the same vessel. We have with us one party
on bis way to tbe Amazon, who is a celebrated naturalist
and snake-catcher. He tries his best to imbue us with his
own opinion that a snake is the most beautiful animal on
tbe face of the earth. His accounts of the best means to
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catch snakes 30 to 50 feet in length are very interesting,
and when he quotes their commercial value at $7 per foot,
one strives in vain to recall ever having seen a similar qnotation among the daily market reports. Then again there
aTe missionaries and consuls seeking then.. distaut fields of
labOl'. Merchants, Jews, refugees, army officers, scienti t ,
and others, all contributing their share to the general
amusement.
The next forenoou wc coasted along the west shore of
the beautiful island of Guadaloupe (a French possession).
With the glass we could see the distant plantations and
sugar mills, together with great numbers of waving palmtrees and broad-leafed bauanas. The little town of BasseTerre tretehes along the water's edge, while the hills
beyond ri e to an e1emtion of 2,000 to 3,000 feet. It is a
characteristic of all the Windward Islands that they rise
abruptly from the sea" and especiaJ1y so on the western ide,
while tIle ea tern shore is more or less rugged, having suffered from the eroding action of the ocean waves.
We soon entered and left the ]1a sage between Guadaloupe and Dominica, and then skirted the South American
coa t at an average distance of 300 mil£:;s from the shore.
We have now" 01'0 sed the Line," and are entering that
month of' the River Amazon that leads to Para. There w
expect t meet the teamer" Ontario" on her way to the
States, and as this will be the only means of communication for a month to come, we will take advantage of the
0
opportunity for mailing correspondence.
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the time of closing Oill' last letter, we were rapidly

.Li approaching the mouth of the great-grandfather of
rivers, the Rio Maranon or Amazon. In fact, the next
morning we noticed a marked change in the color of
the ocean, its delicate green hue having acquired a muddy
tinge. We are informed that ft'equently the discoloration
will extend for over oue hundred miles ft'om the shore. The
Brazilians are natill'ally very proud of then: noble stream,
and are not slow to challenge one to show the counterpart
of a river which is 4,000 miles in length, is navigable for a
distance of 2,200 miles, has a mouth 96 miles in width, and
several tributary streams varying in length from 1,000 to
1,800 miles. When, in addition to this magnificent river
system and the astoni hing productiveness of the soil, we
consider that the empire of Brazil covers as many square
miles as the enm'e United Stfttes, we are ready to admit that
the Brazilians have abundant occasion for patriotic pride.
About noon, we sighted the left bank of the Amazon,
which has a low sandy shore, expanding a~ points into large
sand areas and hills or dunes, but hemmed in by the rankest b:opioal vegetation, which stretche inland as far as the
eye can reach. There are no highlands to be seen, ang
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where the sand-hills occur you never observe an altitude of
more than one hundred feet. The, e dunes are formecl by
the drifting sand as snow-wI'eaths m'e in· winter. The
greatest height they attain anJllhere on the we tern hemisphere is along this coast. One near Oape Rt. Roque is said
to be 150 feet high. On the'shores of the Bay of' Biscay
they average double the height of the Brazilian dunes.
Later in the day, we passed the light-ship, which is moorecl
several miles fi'om shore. It was amusing to observe how
many men the government consider necessary for the
trimmiug of the lamps and care of the vessel in case of a
breakage from the mooring~. We couuted thirteen men
lazily leanbg over the rail, and watching om progress.
The complement for a ye elof imihu size and importance
011 the United States coast wonld be four or five men.
.Mter passiug the light- hip it was not long ere the pilot
came on board and directed OUl' cour e to Para. The
schooner pilot-boat that brought him down the ri\"er had
as fine lines as many of the best boats off Sandy Hook, but
the little canoe that transferred him to the steamer
(manned by five men with as milny paddle) formed with
the schooner abont as strong a con trast in ma~me architeettue as it were pos ible to imagine. As Para. was distant
some seventy miles u'oJU the light-ship, and 'We had a strong
cnrrent to contend with, it was not po sible to reach the
city before midnight. Thi city ha a population of about
40,000, and forms the port of shipment for the wealth of
the Amazon and its tribntarie~. On this account the harbor is always filled with steamers of every description, and
presents a most active, thriving a pect. In viewing the
fleet, it was pleasant to consider that probably one-half of
the vessels commenced their careeI' on om Obristiana river.
The city of Para extend along. the river bank a distance
of' about two miles. It has a fort, everal ecclesiastical
establishments, a cathedral, an immense opera house, shops
r .
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for repairs of steamers, and a vast collection of small stores.
In the outskirts of the city, on the road to Nazere, are the
beantiful villas of the more wealthy inhabitants. A ride in
this direction is a charming pastime, for each residence is
surrounded by an acre 01' more of land wbich abounds in
the most luxuriant tropical vegetation, from tht: sweetest
flower to the stately Royal and the Fan PJ1lms. The latter,
on account of the large water supply stored in their hollow
stems, are usually called the Traveller's Palm. It is well
portrayed by the cngraying on the cover of this work. Time
will only permit us to mcntion a few of tbe varieties, and
we must leave the read l' to deck them with vines, mos es,
orcbides, etc. There aTe the mango, palmetto, coffee, lJapau; castor-oil tree, orange, mandioca, soursop, pineapple,
lime, gudilLba, lemon, alligator pear, aloe, guacamaya, cotton-wood, bacouri, and banana. Iu the mllJ'kets oue finds
the familiar tomato, ochre, sweet potato, water melon,
beans, and squashes. The presiding geuius of nearly every
store is a pllJ'rot, a monkey, or a boa-constrictor, thc selection being made according to the ta te of the proprietor,
and tbe incumbent, 01' reGumbent (whichever may be
proper), is plnced nmu' the tioorway to boguile strtLngers into
maki.ng pll1'chases.
The inh,Lbital1ts in respect to nationality are Brazilians,
Portugue e, Intiians, ancl Africans. Tl1e pre-vailing language is Portuguese, but anyone speaking French can
travel in Brazil without the least difficulty. .An entire day spent in roamihg about the city and its
environs, formed an agreeable contrast with the monotony
of our sea life. By midnight, the steamer was again under
way and steaming fOT Pel'llambuco, our third stoPPU1gplace, distant some 1,100 miles. We kept close along the
coast, and much of the time within sight of land. As we
passed Ceara (a city of 20,000 inhabitants) in the evening,
we were surprised to see it suddenly become aglow with
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lights, and to learn that it was supplied with a complete
system of gasworks. This, however is the ca e in most of
the South American cities of note, and those who visit the
country with the expectation of finding the I eople a poor
benighted race, will (uscover that in this respcct at least
they have misjudged thc natives.
The next day after passing Oead we doubled Oape St.
Roque, the most eastern cape of South America, and in its
vicinity met with many catamaran boats, that had ventured
far out from the shore in search of fish. These CLU1.0US
boats, or more properly rafts, are formed by lashing three
or four logs (cnt n:om cork trees) secmely together, amI the
lateen sail is spread from a pole that serves a a ma t, and
which is stepped in a little frame on the logs. The affair is
steered by means of a large paddle, and the fishermen walk
about on the I gs, while each little wave surges around
their feet. They are literally in the water all the time.
One's northern in tincts lead him to reglU'd this means of
bcomotion with more or less contempt· but when you
remember that the average teml)erature of the ocean in
these latitudes is about 80 deo-rees Fahrenheit, you may be
ready to admit that, after all, the poor fellows may have a
more comfortable time than YOll do on the steamer's hot
decks. The great uniformity which characterizes the tradewinds tempts these men far to sen.ward, and it is no unusual
event to find them thiTty miles from the shore.
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HE firing of the gun, and clanking of the ancbor'
chain, at six o'clock the next morning, a1 pri ed u of
OlU' arriva.l at Pernambuco. The natural barbor is formed
by a coral reef running parallel with the hore, but 011 thi
it has been found neces ary to build a ma sive breakwatcr.
The steamers usually anchor out id of th l' ef, and communicate by means of small boats with the shore. The
city is divided into three parts by natural bOl1ndarie , and
the e are known as Olinda, Recue, and San Antonio.
The population numbers about 150,000. The OlinchL
portion of tI1C city was originally settled by tbe Dutch,
and although the country was oon aftcr conquered by the
Portuguese, one cannot help intuitively attributinO" the
grcat cleanliues of the "treet of Pernambnco to ilie
cffect of the Dutch precepts and example. In fact, a
stroll through the city reminded mc in this respect of
Rotterdam and Am terdam. 'rhe hou e are usually four
stories in height, and the lower story or shop is of the
Orien tal type, being nothing morc nor less than a closet,
without w1nclows, whose doors open to the street. When
the proprietor locks up his establishment at night, the
shop is as « dark as a pocket.' The display of goods
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during the day is fairly dazzling, and whoever cannot be
suited in Pernambuco must be hard to please. The city
has a fine law school, observatory and government buildings, and is a noted sugar, cotton, and coffee mart.
Its religious facilities are, at the present time, quite
limited, on account of the conduct of the bishop. The
latter saw fit to excommunicate all freemasons in the
province, which practicallyamolmted to the withdrawal
of religious rites from one half of the male populatiou,
whereupon the Emperor sent a government vessel from
Rio and arrested the bishop.' Prior to his removal to the
vessel, this wily dignitaTJ arrayed himself in his most
gorgeous attire, and insisted upon walking tl11'ough the
streets followed by his attendants.
The government
officer humored his desire in this respect as far as the
palace door, where he was compelled to disrobe and enter
a carriage which quickly conveyed him to the landing.
As similar difficulties have occurred in other provinces,
it remains to be seen how the government and Rome win
adju t the matter. Many Brazilians, however, look forward to an expul ion of the Jesuits.
In the meautime most of the churches in Pernambuco
are closed and the priests frequent the streets. . One
could spend a week or two iu this city and its environs
with great pleasure, and it was not without much regret
that we were obliged to take steamer again in the afternoon, and shape our course southward toward Bahia.
The second morning after leaving Pernambuco, we
were awakened before slmrise by the rapid detonation of
fireworks. On opening the window we found our elves
off the city of Bahia, and could see rockets a cending,
as well as heal' the explosion of crackers, mines, etc. We
afterwards learned that it was the first day of Oarnival,
and that Lent would soou be inaugurated. We are
pained to record that, in our own case, the demonstratioD
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was an entire fn.ilure, and had the tendency to excite a
slight irritability of temper on account of the lack of
judgment shown in calling us up n.t 0 untimely an hour.
These feelings, howcver, wcre calmed when we remembered that we were on the "Bay of All-Saints," and
e pecially when the un s rays were reflected from b.-tyfive churche which weTe scattered througllout the city.
Tbi eem n. small number for a city of 200,000 inhabitants, but n.s the Archbishop's pn.lace is located here, we
will take it for granted that this is the orthodox IJroportion. The city skirts the bay· from Victoria-e-Barra to
Bom Fim, a distance of about six miles. The old town
is not over one hundred yards wide, being hemmed in by
a bluff, that (running parallel with the shore) rises to a
height of say two hun(1Ted feet, and preads out into a
most beautiful table-land. The new town skrirts tbis
plateaLl. Here wc find tlle lifferent consular resiclences,
surrounded· by beautiful garden, and commanding a
superb view of the bay, which stl:etche far away in the
distance. Worcls can hardly de~cribe the beauty of these
gardens who e flower, growing un overed, have the
richne and deliea 'y of the mo t exqui ite conservatory,
and fill the air with the sweete t perfumes.
The elevn.tion of the new above the old town would
scarcely be regarded in a nortllern clime, but in the
tropics it is looked upon a something perfectly frightful.
The good people of Bahia have to thank onc of their
own townsmen, who, having completed the COllI'se at the
Rensselaer Polyteclmic, in Tray, N. Y., returned to
bis native city designed aud erected a massive building,
which he supplied with hydraulic elevators, and now
raises the inhabitants at it cost of ten cents a head. This
gentleman ha been so public-spirited in all his enterprises thn.t he will doubtless ere long be made a BUl'on of
the empire.
j J
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Many of the houses in Bahia are five or six stories in
height, and in this respect differ from those of Pernambuco, but they, like all others in Brazil, have absolutely
no chimney. The streets are not so wide nor as clel1Illy
as in the latter city. A visit from a school of whales
ofte:n makes very lively scene in the bay, for they abound
in these latitudes, and consequently the people are prepared to engage at any moment in their captme.
In the afternoon om steamer took on board eighty-five
slaves and started on the last stretch of her course to Rio
de Janeiro. We shall probably reach the city to-moTI'ow,
but must reserve its description for a subsequent letter.
We cannot part with our stanch ship, the Me1'7'irnack,
without a word of commendation, especially in respect to
that which so interests the traveller, viz., the table. The
insmance inspector's n~port will give the rating of a
vessel with mathematical nicety, but one'is often at a loss
to know what sort of treatment he will receive in a corporeal way, when engaged ill a long voyage. We have
travelled on many English, French, and Austrian lines,
ont never enjoyed so great a variety nor were so well served.
i:jtopping at so many towns at short intervals, offers opIJOl'tunities not enjoyed by many companies, for procuring tropical fruits and vegetables. The discipline and
atteudance ou board have been admirable in every respect.

+ -- ---------

4.

THE FINEST HARBOR IN THE WORLD-BAY OF RIO DE
JANEIRO-HOW

YOU

ENTER A

BRAZILIAN PORT-

LIFE IN TilE CAPITAL-RIDING WITH A PORTUGUESE
JEIIU-TlIE STREETS, WATER,
BUILDING-EDUCATION

GAS, AND

STYLE

OF

ND RELIGIOUS CONDITION-

HOW EUROPE APPREOIATES BRAZIL, AND THE UNITED
STATES DOES NOT.

HE many novel sights that meet one on his n,rrivnl at
T
a foreign port so completely ab orb his attention that
he finds neither the time nor dispo ition to write ont the
impressions they produce. The scenery tbe buildings, tbe
dress and customs of the people, enm tile tree and flowers
are tmfamiliar. One feel that Ile bas been udclenly placed
in a new world, with wmcll he is in almost feveri h ha te to
become acquainted. rrhis is especially true where UJ1 unknown tongue is spoken. One's interest and attention are
then sLill fnrther engros ed by the necessity of becoming
acqnainted witll tbe language; otherwise he is expo ed to
numerous cmbarra ment, and may even transgress ome
local law. Then, again, it ir:; 110L altogetber prudent to
attempt generalizations with reference to UJly country before long a sociation with the people, UJld the enjoyment af.
theu: hospitality enable one to write intelligently and with
freedom from prejudice. The e, together with other considerations have delayed the continuation of our last letter,
which you will remember termi~ated rather abruptly off
the barbor of Rio de Janeiro.
The day one first enters this magnificent harbor may
well be regarded as an epoch in his life, for it is without
I
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question the finest in the world. It is b:ue that tbe bay of
Naples and the harbor of Oonstantinople have the ch<Lrm
of historic association added to their natural loveliness, and
while a better known to the trarelliu,Q; public they may he
employed to illusb:ute the beauty of tbis bay, they can sene
but as stepping-stones for the mind in a cending from the
less to the greater. As compared with be bay of aple,
the bay of Rio is more enclosed, its hills approach nearer
the water, and though none of them reach the height of
Vesuvius or Monte St. Angelo, the amphitheutre is more
perfect and the average elevation greater; its limits are so
exactly and plainly defined that its noble expanse i impres ed upon one from any point of observation, anel, la tly,
its vegetation has the rich luxuriance of the tropic. One
feature of the bay is that its beauties are not confined to a
single point of observation. Its magnificent scenery is suggested even before you enter; on the right hn.nd stands the
rocky eminence of Santa Oruz, crowned with it fortre8 ;
on the left, the world-renowned Sllgar Loaf, a massive
granite cone, which rises precipitously from the sea. Fa.rther to the left are the peaks of the Oorcovada, and as far
as the eye can reach the Serm range extends along the
coast, while the head of the bay is hemmed in by the range
l.'llown as the Organ Mountains, whose blue peaks (suggestive of a cooler clime) ri e to a height of 2,500 to 3000 fpet
above the ocean. From the tops of an of these peaks, as
well as others on the Santa Oruz side, the bay has the same
expression of tropICal loveliness, blended with the rugged
boldne~s of more northern climes.
The bay is about sL'\:teen miles in length by eleven in
width, and contracts to about one mile in width at the
mouth, which opens toward the south, thus protecting the
entire expanse from the action of violent winds, and rendering it the most commodious and safe harbor of the world..
The general appearance of the bay is rendered more pie-
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turesque by the presence of a number of small islands and
miniatme bays (the latter having been patterned, as it were,
after the parent expanse); their' white sandy beaches, rocky
bluffs and rich borders of v rdure furnishing the yoyageur a
series of delightful smprises, as their' recesses are one by one
revealed to his inquiring gaze.
The city of Rio de Janeiro is located on the left-haud
side, as one cuters the bay. :111d that of Nictheroy (tbe capi.tal of the province) on the right-hand side, directly opposite the Imperial Oity. The el1trn.nce to the bay is strongly
fortified, so far as old-fashioned forts may be said to possess
strength, but the government depends more upon its
numerous ir'on-clads and monitors for real protection. It
is da,ily strengthening 'the lanel batteries and is greatly
aided by Natme in the labor, for she has given almost inaccessible heights upon which batteries can readily be located
with telling effect.
.All vessels entering the port are haileel from the fortress
of Santa Oruz, and made to display their colors in due form,
but are allowed to proceed without detention as far as the
fortress Villegagnon, which is quite near to the city and
located upon a small island. The ochre hue of the walls
of the latter fortress contrasts prettily "ith the rich colors
of the royal palms in the background as well as with the
deep blue of the smrouuding water. It i here that one
first obsenes the intimacy of the union between Ohurch
and Stat that exists in so marked a degree in Brazil. On
top of the fort, and smmounted by a huge cross, stands a
small chapel, within sight of all the shipping in the harbor,
und here the soldiers and marines are supposed to meet
every Sabbath. As a vessel approaches this fortress, a soldier on the ramparts summons the captain, by the aid of a
huge trumpet some six or seven feet in length, to come to
anchor at once. Then follows a visit from the health-officer
and the custom-house officials, when, if the papers prove
L
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satisfactory, the vessel is allowed to proceed abont a mile
farther to her anchorage off the city, otherwise she is consigned to the quarantine ground in the lower hm'bor. But
woe betide the captain who attempts to clip a little from
the" red tape" which sUl'l'ounds all these official acts. The
sentry vociferates most furiously thTO~lgh his huge trumpet;
theu a blank cartridge is fired from one of the cannons;
fmally, if the captaln proves obdurate, a ban is fired at the
bow of the vessel, which generally serves to bling her to.
Some slight misunderstanding occul'l'ed in the case of OUT
own entry, and the progrUJIlme proceeded as far as part
third, when oU]'. captain mann,ged to place the "MelTimack" between the fortress and the United Statcs frigate
"Monongahela," which was at anchor in the harbor, whereupon all offensive demonstrations ceased, and we were able
to steam up to the city, followed: by harmless appeals ft'om
thc mammoth trumpet. As soon as a vessel anchors, she
i.. at once surroundecl by a host of smaJl row-boats, each
I'i'itb its dainty awning, neatly cusmoned or carpeted selLts:
n,nd a name calculated to catch the eye of some nationalit\'
on bon.rd the vessel. These boats are manned, each by
two negrocs or Portugnese seamen, most of whom speak
1;\'1'0 or more languages.
'fhe confused din that arises from their ~ppeals for employment, reminds one of wllat must bave been the terrible
confusion tbat put an end to the construction of the Tower
of BabeL The craft of "]Jassenger tmnspOl-tation" is
indeecl a power in every Brazilian sea-coast town, and hin~
del'S all progress toward the constructiou of suitable docks
ancl piers, to which a vessel might approach amI discharge
its hundreds of passengers by that simple dedce known in
the States as a "gang-plank." However such a plan is far
in advance of the times; it would not only tbrow many
boatmen out of employment, but with them many govcrnment officials, lightermen, etc., etc. If yon suggest such
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an idea to a Brazilian, he will shrug his shoulders and reply
"Paciencia," or else say thtLt it would be useless-" wbat
would you do with tbe time tbus gained? " We note in
this counection that it is a settled principle among Brazilian
officials" Never do to-day what can be put off till to-morrow." Sucb a ma:>.im accords El) little with Anglo-Saxon
training, that one is very liable to chafe under the repeated
efforts tbat are everywhere made to pnt him off till tomorrow.
If you wish auything attended to, yon will generally
receive the reply: "Wait a little, sir!" which may mean
any futUTe time, and if yon seek more definite aSSUTances,
you are advised to come to-morrow-" amanbff." Much as
you may be irritated by such responses, yon learn by them
a very salntary lesson; that is, :Qej':er to hurry in Brazil,
for in the end you will accomplish more, and, above an,
preserve yOUT health from being impaiJ:ed by undue excitement. With the Brazilians politeness goes a great way.
They have many of the characteristics of the Spanish, and
cannot be driven or or~lered; but if they are all treated aa
persons of great distinction, as Doctors, Oommendadors, and
illustrious Senbors, there is no attention or assistance that
they will withhold. The average American citizen is apt
to feel that he alone is worthy of such titles, and in consequence does not cret on very harmoniously until he learns
,
the character of the people.
But to return to the matter of landing: Before it is
possible to leave the vessel, one must have his passport
properly vised by the Obief of Police. The deputy of this
official visits the vessel and expends on each paper a modicum of blue and mauve ink. You are then at liberty
to visit the custom-house or " Alfandega" as it is called,
and have your baggage examined. This must be attended
to during the office hoUTs, viz. 9 A. M. to 3 P. M. As
almost the entire revenue of the government is obtained
20
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by means of import and export duties, and not by internal taxes, the officials are correspondingly strict. From
the custom-house your baggage will be carried on the
heads of negro porters to the carriage, or else to the' Tilbury" if your parcels are few. The capacity of the e
men for carrying is something wonderful. 'rbey will
carry on their heads a huge trunk surmounted by two
valises for a distance of many rods. U nIes one is careful, however, buman nature will a ert its preference for
ease, and two or three will seize the article that ought to
bc carried by one, and at tbe end of tbe journey you will
have a corresponding nUIDbel' of impecunious applicants
amongst whom to divide your small cbange.
The practice of carrying on the hcad is as universal in
Brazil as in Holland. It is no uncommon sight in Rio
to see a huge piano-forte travelling along the street, on
the heads of five negroes. The venders carry about fruits
and sweetmeats in this manner, little bow-ca es filled
with shoes, or calicoes, or tinware, al 0 wickerwork hencoops two stories high, filled with chickens of different
breeds and values. Of course where there are so IDany
peripatetic shops underway, tbere are a corresponding
number of street cries, and means for attracting tbe public attention.
early all of the carriages are drawn by mules. These
seem to stand the climate .much better thau horses, and
are stw:dy, powerful beasts. What is technically known
as a " Tilbury" is an English one-seated carriage, mounted
on two wheels, with a goodly number of springs and a
comfortably hooded top. One can lie back on the luxuriously-cushioned seat, and wbile protected from the
sun, ride about the city, at a very moderate cost per mile,
and study the ways and customs of the people. The
drivers are nearly all Portuguese. It is doubtful if you
ever see a Brazilian in this capacity. In fact, wherever
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hard work is required, or anything of a menial character
to be done, you will search in vain for a Brazilian. If,
however, the question is that of a clerkship, or of a
position under government where one can wear a bit of
gold lace, and let his nails gI'ow in Chinese style, then
the applicants are legiou, no mattcr how small may
be the salary. The successful applicaut can never be
seen carrying a bundle or a basket in the streets. He
always employs the firt negro he meets to follow in his
wake. It i not unusual to see a young official attended
by a black caJ:rying his e'paulettes and sword. If you
perchance should meet a well-dressed person carrying a
parcel, you may make up your mind that he is some bank
officer carrying a roll of money to another bank. If you
have occasion to wnlli: with a gentleman, no matter how
short the dist::mcc, he will scarcely permit you to exhibit
the good "homc training" you have received from your
youth up, but will insist on calling a black to carry the
merest trifle you may have in your hand. The only article
which is en 1'egle, is a silk umbrclla to protect you from the
sun's rays as well as from the sudden showers which m'e
liable to occur. A silk hat is always respected in Brazil,
and a straw or fclt sCaJ:cely tolerated. A blue suit for
busines purpose will be found most comfortable and
approprio.te, but of cour e for call, visit to diplomats,
etc., the inevitable "swallow-tail' a ert· its inherent
cosmopolitan rights.
As your Portuguese J ebu winds his way through the
narrow streets of the city you will at first be fem'ful that
hc will run over some of the passeI' -by for the streets are
o narrow they do not admit of curb- tones, but m'e
arranged with one gutter in the centre, a row of flags
along each side next to the stores, and the space properly
paved between. You can, however, dismiss all fears on
this score, for the driver has a wholesome regard for
3,).
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the dignity of law. He simply calls out, "Tchew!"
"Tchew !" as if addressing a number of chickens, whereupon the way is quickly cleared. This is a general exclamation, which is used by all classes to attract attention.
The names of the streets are printed on the corner
houses, and immediately under each name is an index
hand showing in which direction the law permits you to
pass. This is a most excellent device, and prelents carriages or carts meeting and producing a state of blockade.
It is a plan that could advantageously be adopted by some
of OUI' larger cities at home. It appeals to the approval
of all, and cannot be misinterpreted.
In the matter of numbering the streets some few improvements can be made, which no doubt will be attended
to ere very long. As to the difficulty in rotation, we can
best explain by means of an example. We had a friend
living at "No. 16 H " of a certain street, and attempted
to repair to his residence. We arrived at" TO. i6 ·D,"
then "No. ]6 E," after which we expectcd to find his
house the third one in advance. Imagine OUI' a tonishment and confu ion a we found the succeeding numbers
ran thus; 14-97--54-16 A-58-60-16 B -62-16
B BB-and finally 16 H. On such occasions the
word" Paciencia" can be uttered with good grace, although you may be very apt to think it will be "tomorrow" before you will find the place.
The streets, thcm elve are kept scrun.-ulously clean.
'1'he city is supplied with most cxeellent spring water from
the neighboring hills of the Uarcovada and 'Iijuca Range.
It is brought by ma lye aqueducts, aud distributed to a
large number of public place. '.i:hence it is carried by
means of carts and water-carriers to all the small stores
and residences. The finer houses and hotels are supplied
directly. The water used for drinking is kept in porous
earthen bottles, which admit of slight percola,tion. IT'he
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bottles are kept in a draft of air, and the evaporation
reduces the temperature of the water some 6 or 8 degree
Fahrenheit. The bottles are les porous than tho e the
natives use in Egypt, and in con' '3quence have more shallow saucers. Water thus kept is more healthful than icewater for drinking purposes.
'rhe city of Rio is equally well suppliecl in the matter
of gas, aud has but little to compla.in of, either a to
watcr or light. The houses arc from ·one to two storie
in height, built mo tly of granite, brick, and clay, with
stuccoed exteriors. The houses of the more wealthy are
covered with :figuTed encau tic tile , and the roofs of all
are formed of the common Ted tile. The ceilings are
high, and a there aTe no carpets on the floors and but
little of a combustible nature lies around, it is eldom
that :fires occur, and when they do, only one house suffers.
The ground floor is generally devoted to business purposes, and the family occnpy the second story. Of COluse,
in the case of large commercial houses the entiJ:e building is occupied for business purposes, and the proprietors
live at Tijuca, or on one of the many hills back of the
city. The picturesque location of these hills reminds one
of the city of Edinbmgh. Each hill is surmounted by a
chuTch, chapel, convent, or other religious institution.
In addition to these, there are a gTeat number of like
buildings scattered throughout the city, and although
ODe little acqua,inted with such matters would natUl'ally
think the supply was greatly in excess of the demand, still
it must be presumed that the old adage holds good, and
where there is uch an unlimited supply of counsellors in
the shape of nuncio, archbishop, bishops, priests, orders,
etc., etc., cousummate wisdom must rule the erection of
churches.
The government tolerates every form of religious belief
and protects the worshippers in the enjoyment of the same.
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The only restrictions placed upon other than Roman
Oatholic denominations are that theil' churches must not
have the "exter~al form of a temple," and under no circumstances can they nse a bell. The so- n,]led "Mother of
all Ohurches" holds this right in fee- i01] le, and surely no
one can claim that with bel' it is a dead letter, for carcell
an hom passes in the day without one or more bells recei':ing a severe punishment, aud when a grand ceremony or
festa calls out th.e best efforts of the bell-ringers the noise
swells to the proportions of a din.
The English chapel, of which Rev. G. Pre ton is the rector, is opened for Divine service every ~unday morning and
evening. The many good churchmen resident in Rio, together with visitors from abroad, furnish a large attendance.
The Presbyterian Board 'has for a long time sustained a
college in the city of Rio, together with a native church.
They have just dedicated a fine chmch building, where the
Rev. J\lr. Blackford prcaches to large and attentive audiences
in the Portuguese language. The board has schools and
churches at St. Paul's and at Oampinas, where the respective
pastors are the Rev. G. W. Ohamberlain, and the Rev. G.
Na h Morton. At the latter city, Mr. Morton has found
it nece sary to construct a larger college building, so
anxious are the better classes to have their children receive
proper instruction aud 'to surround them with refining
influences. At pre ent, the building i nearly completed,
and he is still obliged to refuse further applicants. Tb
school is non-sectarian, and the training is of the mo t liberal character. It is gratifying to our countrymen on
entering that city to be told that the conspicuous and
prominent building on the hillside is ::m American college.
The liberalit.y shown by the government of Brazil to every
pha-se of religious belief renders it a country of peculiar
interest and a most promising field for Ohris?an enterprise.
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The rapid enlightenment of the people, and the very general want of faith in and re pect for the representatives of
the State Ohnrch (the bishop of Pernambuco is now fulfilling a fonr years' sentence at the fortress of Santa Oru;,;)
render them peculiarly susceptible to new influences, which
so soon as Ohnrch and State are separated, will produce
decided changes. The efforts thus far made have yielded
most gratifying results.
Those who take early morniug rides through the street
of Rio will meet a, great munber of laClies with their
danghters retnrning from early mas. The men are very
poor attendants, although most eame t in their e2..11ression
of respect. You will observe that YOUI' driver, whene,er he
passe a church door, willru,ise his hat and keep it in hand
until actually past the place. It is really quite comical to
watch his expression while in the act. He a much a say :
"If I only had the time, there is nothing I would like
better than to stop and enter, but I beg you will excu e
me, for I am in a great hurry. '
The Sabbath is to1erably well ob erved in Rio, although
it is not a day of ab olute cessatiou of work. As in Paris,
there are more shops clo ed in the afternoon than in the
morning. The continued reduction in their calendar of
the holy days and fe ta days (by order of government) will
teud to improve the observance of the Sabbath. While
travelling in Brazil, it is of importance to keep posted on
the aint' day, or el e vexatiou delnys 'rill be sure to
al'i-c.
A the city of Rio de Janeiro i the capital of the Brazilian Empire, it contains many palaces the Senate Honse,
Botanical Gardens, Marine ancl War Arsenals, large ho pital, colleges, museums, galleries etc. There are several
parks and public squa,res, the most attractive of which is
the "Pa seio Publico," a delightful place of resort, and
commanding a fine view of the bay.
I
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The Broadway, or Chestnut street, of Rio, is the Rua do
Ouvidor. Its sh.oP windows fairly dazzle the sight with the
variety and beauty of the objects displayed. A large 111'0portion of the goods are sent there"from the Parisian market, but there are also works of native art. Eyer since the
time of the early Spanish conquerors, the inhabitants of
Oentral and South America ha,e been noted for theh' skill
and ta te in the manufacture of feather-work. The best
specimens of this art can be purchased on this street, and
when one commences to make such purchases, the only
question is: "When had he better stop ?" The feathers
used for this pnrpose are those of the parrot, hummingbird, toucan, and others of beautiftll pltllUage.
Thus far we have said nothing on the subject of hotels,
ancl can only account for the omission by the fact that they
furnish little for remark. There are very many in the city,
but the preference mnst unquestionably be given to the two
known as Hotel dos Estrangeiros and Oarson's Hotel. We
believe that few better investments can be made than the
establishment of a first-class hotel in Rio de Janeh·o. It i
indeed strange that a city of 375,000 inhabitants, the capital of a vast emph'e, is no better provided with first-clas
hotels.
\
However, it is no more stmngr. than the fact that the
United States have only one line of steamers, making
monthly trip between New York and Rio, while Europe
sellds to the ame port eight teamers per month from J..Jiverpool and LondoD, two from Southampton, hnl ft'om Antwerp, two from Hamburg, two from Bordcaux, one from
Li bon, and one from Genoa! We firmly believe that
increased facilities for th United Statcs would be attended
by thc samc good re u1ts that ha\'c followed the efforts of
foreign companie. The fact of the matter is, our cOlmtrymen do not appreciate tbeh' proximit.y to the great empirc
of Brazil, nor make the righ t effOrts to seCLue its trade.
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Neither do our people of leisure imagine what a salubrious
climate exists on the uplands of Brazil, or how attractive
are the cities of Rio de Janeiro, PetrqpQlis, Slio Paulo, and
others. The day will surely come when those who are now
visiting Europe will turn their steps toward the Land of
the Southern Oross and find to their astonishment how
worthy of their attention are the country, people, and cus...S
toms of this most attractive empire.

RIO

AND

ITS

SU13URBAN RETREATS, TIJUCA AND

PE-

TROPOLIS-THE MODE OF OOMMUNIOATION BETWEEN
THEM,

THEIR IMPORTANOE, ETO.-DOM PEDRO

IT.-

THE COFFEE DISTRIOTS AND THEIR SOENERY-BRAZILIAN MONEY-OOAST SOENERY, ETO.
SAO PAULO AND ITS SUPERSTITIONS-" NOSSA SENHORA"
-SINGULAR CREATION OF RELATIONSHIP-THE MANNER OF SERVING UILK-ITU, OAJ\IPINAS, OHARAOTER
OF THE PEOPLE, THEIR HABITS, ETC.-THE

COFFEE
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FAZENDAS.

HE city of Rio de Janeiro is remarkably well supplied
with cool, salubrious, and picture que submban retreats. The most accessible of these is the little mountain
village of Tijuca, situated southwe t of the city at the
elevation of some 2,000 feet, in a small valley between
mountain-tops through which the cool evening breezes
are wafted iu a manner most grateful to one who has
endured the heat of the city dming the day. The climate
of Rio i very equable. The temperatul'e never rises above
90 degrees Fahrenheit in summer, nor falls below 60 degrees
in wi~ter. In the mornings the land breeze continues to
blow until eleven o'clock, at which time there is a short
period of calm, succeeded by the sea breeze. The latter
blow sometimes very powerfully towards fOUT o'clock, but
is SUTe to die out by 6 P. M. As a result, the early part
of the night is apt to be hot. On this account, those
tbat are able to afford the expense take cottages at Tijuca
and go out every afternoon about four o'clock by stagecoach. The ride is easily accompHshed in two hOUTS.
The only botel of note in the place is kept by Mr. White,
an Engli hman, and it is crowded dUTing the entire season.
Back of the hotel there is a wild mountain torrent, a part
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of whose volume is diverted so as to fill artificial pools,
where the boarders delight in taking coM baths every
morning. This is indeed a rare treat as well as a wonderful invigorator. The stage stl:l.rts at 8 A. M. for the city, and
lands you at business about 10. The view of the bay
which one catches during several turns in the mountain
road is quite enchanting, and has '1ery appropriately gi'len
the name of "Boa Vista" to one of the stations. On the
way to Rio a fine view is obtained 'of the suburb San Ohri tov5:o, in which is located the modern palace of the
Emperor, the old palace being in the city proper, near the
custom-house.
Another pleasant place of resort is the town of Novo
Fribmgo, 60 miles distant from the city in a northeasterly
direction. It is located on the top of the Serra range, in
the midst of a most fertile district.
Next to Tijuca, the city of Petropolis is the most accessible and I1ttractive of the summer resorts. It is about 30
miles distant from the city, and i reached by boat, rail,
and stage-coa,ch. The sail across the bay leads one among
the many islands that dot its surface, towards a landing in
front of the mountains. A short ride across the plains
brings you to the very foot of the moun tains, where yOll
take a stage-coach drawn by four or six mules. The a~cent
is very precipitous, and of necessity the road pursues a painfully serlJentine course; but the road-bed is well macadamized, and ~he mules make good time. During thc ascent
you are constantly obtaining finer views of the bay, until at
length the summit being reached, the landscape Lecome
so perfect in beauty and expanse as to be almost grand.
Even at this great distance the "Sugar-loaf" is distinctly
visible as it stands guard to the harbor of Rio.
Then, too, the foliage on the mountain sides is peculiarly
tropical and luxuriant. There is something very comical
in the manner the orchids and other air plants make them-
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selves at home in the comfortable crotches of all the old
trees, where they grow most rapidly, and by the delicacy of
their flowers attract the attention of the passers-by, who
overlook the tree that supports the orchids and affords
them their publicity. It is curious to note how many
analogies exist between the social aud the natmal worlds.
We will not, however, be too hard on the or.ehids, for wc
remember that they adhere to and clothe with verdme
many a rocky steep that would otherwi e glare under the
noon-day snn. They furnish us the rarest of botanical conformations, and in the case of one of their species-the
vanilla-with the most delicate of flavoring extracts.
The most cheering sight of the entire ride is obtained at
the top of the hill, before making the de cent to the city of
Petropolis. To this point all the fa hioll<Lble carriages
repair, and as the long line of stage-coaches file by them,
many are the joyons laughs, hem'ty cheer, and smprise
meetings. Parents throw toys and sugm'-plums to their
little ones that have come to welcome their return. Finally,
some of the can-iage form an e cort to the coaches, while
.others race ahead aud ontstrip the entire line. The tages
go to the respective houses, and oon there are many bappy
homes in Petropolis. The cIa s of turnout met at the top
of the hill and the social tanding of their occupants can
only be compared with the like di 'play OIl Belle\"ue avenue,
1\'ewport, during a summer's afternoon.
The cit of Petro Jolis numbers about 5,000 inhabitants,
and is n01ed as being the residence of the conrt and diplomatic COl'pS during the summer mouths of January, February aud MaTch. The imperial palace and parks are located
in the yery heart of the city, and the honse of the elite UJ.·e
in close proximity, bordering the mountain streams that
pass through the town. The climate is exceedingly pleasant-about 75 to 80 degree at noon, aud cool enough at
night to requiTe blankets. McDowall's hotel is the best in
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the place, and, without any cause of offence to others, may
be said to be the be t in Brazil. Everything is kept
scrupulously clean, and the fare is of the finest quality, and
in sufficient variety. You will not here be annoyed with
the national dish, which consists of a stew, made fi'om black
beans, jerked beef, and pork, over which you are expected
to sprinkle powdered farina and eat the compound with
great gusto. There are several. institutions of leal'11ing in
Petropolis, which place seems to be happily cbosen, for the
surroundings of Rio render it less desirable for the younger
class of students.
In this connection we woulcl remark tbat the peculiarities
noted in the habits and customs of Brazilian do not apply
to those of birth, education, and refinement. The latter
are exceedingly hospitable, generally good French scholars,
highly polished in their manners, keen observers of life,
and most agreeable in society. The typical man of the
whole nation is also the Emperor-Dom Pedro n. It is
doubtful whether any other living monarch can boa t
the same scientific and classical accomplishments as his
Majesty; neither is there a braver on the battle-field. In
phy ique he is equally royal, being six: feet four inches in
height and of robust form, so that he wears the crown with
grace and dignity. This is not a mere matter of hearsay, for we were honored by a special ~eception at the
.l:'alace in Petropolis, and during thc conver ation, which
la ted upward of an hour, we werc convinced that the Brazilians are a most fortunate people in being ruled by a
monarch at once so accompEshed, brave, and wl1rm-hel1rted.
The retmn from Petrololi to Rio ough t at least to be
made once byway of EntJ:e Rios and Parahyba river, which
carries the touri t through a most fertile coffee district, aud
will give bim an idca of the coffee-planter' life on the
farm, or "fazenda,' a it is terme9. in Portngue e. Enb:e
Rios is distant some 46 miles fTom Petropolis, in a north-
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edy direction, but the road joining the two is as fine as
the far-famed Cornice road in Italy. There are :frequent
relays of mules, and as they are kept constantly on the run,
the distance is accomplished in Jess than five hours. When
time will admit, it is pleasant to continue the ride to Juizda-Fora, about as many miles further in the same direction.
Otherwi e the tourist can take the train and reach Rio the
same night.
There is something peculiarly fascinating about the
tropical flora. There is such endless variety, coupled with
such gigantic proportions, richness of foliage, and no,elty
of inflorescence, that we never tire, no matter what the
length of the joumey. Then, too, tropical foliage presnpposes the presence of birds with brilliant plumage, butterflies of the richest colors, and every beauty in nature that
tends to attract the eye and delight the mind. Such was
ever oul.' experience while tJ:aveling in Brazil, and it caunot
be a matter of surprise that we look back upon such scenes
with feelings of truly plea m'able emotion. The descent of
the Serra is wild and pictm'esque, anu recalls to mind that
of the Alleghanies, in coming from Altoona to Harrisburg.
We will not dwell longer upon the characteristic features
of tills portion of the upla,nds of Brazil, for our subsequent
remarks on another pOl-tiou of the same range will cover
identical points of interest.
The tourist should not fail to make the trip from Rio to
the city of Santos, distant SOilie 200 miles in a outheasterly
direction, and thence visit the tahle-Iands of the province'
of Sao Paulo. In order to commence the journey one
must, of course, visit the office of the chief of police, who
will certify to your having be~u "a good boy' while in Rio
by viseing your passport, and wi]] charge 200 reis, or ten
cents of our money, for. the all-important service. It generally takes two holUs to secure the vise, for there is a
certain amount of red tape to he encountered. However,
3<>
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"time is not money" in Brazil, as it is everywhere else,
so oue is obliged to submit to the absurd regulation. Not
until your passport has been vised will the Paulista Navigatiou Oompany sell you a ticket good for one trip on their
boats.
We have not thus far alluded to the coin and currency
of Brazil. The standard coin is the milreis, or 1,000 reis,
and equal to about fifty cents of our currency. Paper
money is the circulating medium. Tb is ha suffered a
depreciation of three to four per cent. from the coin standard. The small change is made of nickel unc] copper.
The small change is in reality Ve1'Y la7'ye, for the 20 and 30
reis copper pieces are of great size, and naturally develop
charitable feeling::; in one's mind. The contluctors of the
street -cars actually caTry small anns bags, which are
hlmg to the door-knob anu erve as depositories of these
cumbrous representatives of wealth.
The coast cenery is very beautiful; the high peaks of
the Ooast Range are always in view, while many islands of
granitic formation towel' above the waters and add grandeur to the cene. The passage between the island of San
Sebastiuo and the main land is specially worthy of note.
As lL general thing, all of these beauties are lost upon the
Brazilian \'oyagers, for they suffer fearfully from a con tant
motion of the little steamer, and I-he majority see nothing
but the cabin from the time they leave Rio to their arrival
at Santos. Again yoni' character undergoes inspection at
the IHtnds of the chief of police, and you are at length at
liberty to go wherever you please.
The city of Santos is located on the left bank of a deep
river, at a distance of some three miles from the ocean.
Vessels of great draft can come up to the city wharves and
receive their cargoes of coffee, sugar, and cotton. The
population nnmbers about 10,000, and is engaged exclusively in shipping the products of the interior to all parts
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of the world. There is nothing attractive about the place
to the stranger, and the warmth of the climate will naturally lead him to take pa.ssage in the first train that ascends
the Serra.
At this point the mountains have an elevation of about
2,700 feet above the sea. The ascent is very abrupt, and
the carriages are dTawn up by means of stationary engines
and wiJ:e ropes. Every few hundred feet of ascent you
can very'perceptibly note the reduction in the tempern,ture,
until at length, the surumit being reached, you realize that
you are in an ent.iJ:ely different region. At the foot of the
Serra the trees are literally loaded with orchids, and the
palms grow most lux11l'iously. But so soon as the summit
is reached and you commence to penetrate the interior, the
orchids become less numerous and the palms have a semitarved appearance. In fact the entire flora changes, and
you begin to recognize many plants and flowers of the
more temperate zonE I. It seems strange to find in the garden of Sao Paulo mdons, tomatoes, squashes, beans, sugar,
corn, sweet potatoes, oln'a, salad, etc., growing by the side
of coffee, pine-apples, oranges, bananas, and other tropical
fruits.
The city of Sao Paulo has long been noted for its law
and theological schools, as well as for the superior intelligence and independent feeling of its inhabitants. The
population numbers about 28,000. The city is prettily
located on a hillside, and has many fine residences and
suburban "chacaras," or country-seats. It is a notable
featme of the city that every street seems to have a chmch
at its terminus.
The botanical gardens are located on the outskirts of the
city; and present a most creditable display for a city of its
population. They are laid out on a large scale, and will
doubtless be rendered more beautiful each year.
Notwithstanding their nperior intelligence, the Panli~
3
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tans are little less superstitious than others of thei1' nationality, and even tho e of them that condemn such things,
countenance the same by appearing in the procession in
o1'der to sectue greater political influence. The greatest
personage that ever visits 'ao Paulo is an image of ' Our
Lady," or" Nossa Senhora," as it is called, which is kept
iu a neighboring village, where she effects every variety of
incredible cures. On occasions of muuicipal calamity,
such as ill'ought, visitation of mall-pox, or other disease,
the bishop of the province is importuned, aud at the
proper moment the No ::;a Senhora is allo'wed to be brought
into the city. The mayor, counsellors, deputies, military
authorities, in fact the whole population, tlU'n out en rnasse
and receive her in the outski1'ts of the ciLy. Oannons are
fired, fireworks are set off in b1'oad clayligltt (a practice
common in Brazil), tbe milita.ry pre ent arms, and the
graven image is triumphantly carried into the city, where
it is deposited in one of the principal chlU'ches until such
time as the miracle is effected, after which it is restored to
its rural retreat with like pomp and ceremony.
About a year ago bel' ladyship wa brouO"ht iuto the city,
on account of the ill'ought tben prevailiug. 'be no sooner
entered the town tban the rain began to fall in copious
showers. Last Ohristmas she was brought in on acconnt
ome
of the small-pox, but has not. ince been retul'lled.
naughty people sa,y he is in a quanc1:try, and does not
know whether she was brought in on account of sickness
'01' drought.
Other SD,Y that the profane newspapers bave
written 0 much about her that she i I i [Hecl and will not
show what be really can do wben he tries.
It ~eems to our secular eye that if tbe ,irtues claimed
for No~ a Seuhora ill'e real' it is certainly too bad tbat we
luwe none of them in the tates. For the expense of their
manufacture is ,-cry irifling, and by a propel' lmderstanding had witb ' Old Probabilities" at Wa hington, as well
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as "\Vith the ablest of the medical faculty, "Nossa" might
always be brought into the city at the right moment, and
thereby relief would come to many anxious nUnds. llowever, we do not pretend to be able to form a correct j11l1gment in such ma,tters and therefore commend the thought
to those who have a profounder experience at their command, and who are even now engaged in re~toring '0111e
of the ,. good old paths." The practice certainly boa t, a
noble an tiquity, and, on that account, perhaps, onght not
to be discarded.
The offices of godfather and godmother e tabU 11 rlationship having remarkable influence. If two per on ,
entire trangers to each other, tand a god-parent to a
child, the two can never afterwm:ds be united in marriage.
A 1)e1'S0l1 can refuse any reque t made by a brother or si ter, but be ca·n never refu e the wish of his godfather or
godmother. Tbe crafty, of course, make this relationship
all engine of great power. Whcro the paTents of the child
m:e poor and have but few friend, it is quite customary to
impres
ossa Senhol'a into the god-parent service. Tbe
image ha~ never been known to object, but goes thTough
the routine most decorously. ~rhe only valid objection
that can be raised to ber kind offices is that sbe never conde conds to give presents to the child, bnt is always ready
to receivc the mo t trifling favor. As to the subsequent
mora1 training she gives to the child in fulfillment of her
,ow, there i no cause for complaint, for she is quite a
as iduous in ber attention as the majority of god-paTent.
em'ly every town in Brazil ha one or more ossa enhora and mo t of them an image of St. George, the
patron saint of the country. In a pecuniary way this saint
is a more lucky fel10w than his noighbors, for he draws a
regular salary from the pu bEc treasury, besides his rations,
for which however, he nsually commutes. Two years ago
he attempted to make a triumphal entry into Sao Paul~
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but his friends fa.iled to properly seCUl'e him to the saddle
of his horse, whereupon George made a bee-line for the
head of one in the throng. The party stmck almo t cUed
from the effects of the blow.
t. G. was tried, found guilty,
and condemned to three years imprisonment. '1'he saint
has still one year more to serve. In the meantime his
salary has been properly cared for. There are very many
negroes in Brazil that belong to J os a enhoras. They
have been given in fulfillment of vows made to Nos a by
their masters in times of sicknes .
The thought of a human being belonging to a graven
image is certainly strong food for reflection. Sl:.1Yery in
Brazil is, however, being rapidly aboli hed. On the 28th
of September, 1872, it was decreed tbat the offspring of
sla,es born after tbat date should be free. Provision was
also made for levying an annual tax, the proceeds of which
should each year purchase the freedom of the greatest
number of slaves. The slave trade was of COUl'se interdicted. In addition to this, many wealLhy persons in imitation of tbe example set them by the Emperor, gave their
own sla,es their freedom. Thus a rllighty revolution in
society is being aJcomplisbed in a noiseless but most effectual manner.
Among tIle strange sigbts of Sao Paulo are the twowheeled carts of tbe country people. The wheels are cut
dircctly from the trunk of a huge tree the tires attached
and then they are secu~'edrigidly to a wooden axle. Th is
on its wooden bearings supports the primitive cart, which
is drawn by two or more yoke of oxen. As the whole
affair goes truucUing through the treet, the fdction is so
great that tbe parts fairly howl, and the noise can be heard
for a quarter of a mile. It is said that the faithful oxen
are so accustomed to this style of music, that whenever a
wag puts a little grease on the axle and the noise ceases,
the animals come to a halt.
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Probably the invention of so crude a form of cart was
too severe a drain on the creative faculties of the ancient
inhabitants, and therefore they concluded that a wagon
specially arranged for vending milk to the citizens was a
sort of ignis fatuus, on which they would not expend their
talents. The effort once abandoned has deterred their
descendants from attempting to improve on natlU'e, and to
this day, to supply the inhabitants with milk of lmquestioned purity, it is the custom in all the cities of Brazil to
lead a cow with its muzzled calf from house to house. A
family of moderate size takes only a tumbler-full. The
vender enters the vestibule of the house, claps his hands
twice (the Brazilian substitute for a bell or knocker), a
domestic appears, hands out the family goblet, and in a
few moments the supply is forthcoming, and the vender
drives on to his next customer.
From Sao Paulo one may conveniently penetrate the
interior as far as Jundiahy, at which point the road diverges, aud he can visit Sorocaba and Itu, or elsE'· the city
of Oampinas. The first city has a population of about
3,000, and is situated in the midst of a celebrated cottonraising district. Itu has about 4,000 inhabitants, and is
surrounded by sugar plantations. Oh the road thither
one is surprised to find so many huge cactuses growing in
the fields. It is no uncommon sight to see them having
many branches 20 to 30 feet in height. The aloe likewise
matures in great perfection.
The city of Oampinas is about 100 miles from the seacoast, in the heart of one of the best coffee-raising districts
in South America. Its population numbers about 4,060.
The principal object of interest is the cathedral, the walls'
of which aJ.'e built of clay, and con equently are of great
thickness. While many bricks are used in this part of the
country for building purposes, it is the custom to use clay
for the walls of houses as well as of yards. This is thor~)
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oughly compacted, and after a short time becomes quite
hard, and will stand years of exposure to the weather. It
seems absmd to put heavy iron bars and bolts to such
houses, which one could so easily dig through. However,
robbery is a most uncommon crime in Brazil, and is only
carried on upon the smallest scale.
The cathedral is celebrated for its fine carvings in woodwork, executed by a native ~rtist of remarkable talent.
Directly vis-a-vis to the cathedral is the theatre, which
is to the Brazilian what the beer-hou e is to the Bavarian.
It is said that soldiers of the latter nationality have three
degrees of comparison in speaking of the destruction of a
village. With them, to "partially destroy" a village is to
batter down all the houses, but to leave the church and
beer-house standing. " To destroy" the village is to batter down church as well as houses. But to "totally destroy" the village would be to sacrifice the beer-house in
the common ruin. It is altogether probable that a Brazilian would adopt the same degree of comparison, but
suustitute the tbeatre for the beer-house. .Notwithst::Lnding bis moral faults, the Brazilian is not addicted to the
vice of drunkenness, and you may spend many weeks in
his cOlmtry witbout seeing the first instance of intoxication. Tbey are, of course, iuveterate smokers from the
earliest years of childhood, but they do not indulge in
strong drinks.
They are exceedingly fond of sweets of all sorts, and in
every city tbe canely-venders drive a brisk business.
There is still a national trait to wbich no ::Lllusion bas
been made; we refer to the fact that tbey excel the French
in "m::Lnual convers::Ltion." A good talker will accomp::Lny every word be utters with a gestnre or motion of one
or both hands. In this respect they are exceedingly graceful, ancl many of the motions are doubly expressive. The
only advantage we can see in this extra effort, is that a
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public speaker can doubtless make himself understood at
a distance, where bis words would be almost inaudible.
While at Oampiuas we accepted an invit:1Lion to visit one
of the largest coffee" fazendas" or farms, located about
ten miles from the city. 'l'he experience was a most interesting one, for we were able to note every, tage of production and preparation, from the bush to the commercial
sack. 'fhe fazenda covers some 3,000 acres, upon which
are planted about 700,000 coffee-bushes. The bushes are
planted in rows, like corn, at distances of from eight to
twelve feet apart, depending on the richness of the soil and
the character of the bushes. The general appearance of
the bush is not unlike that of a small lilac. The leaves,
however, are more glossy and have slightly crimped edges.
The flower is white; the berry, at first green, subsequently
appears of a rosy hue like the cranberry; at a later stage
the exterior becomes dry and crisp. About that time it is
gathered and the drying process is completed by the sun,
the belTies being spread on a brick pavement and caTefu]ly
raked. This process takes neaTly a month, after which the
husks are Temoved by machinery, and the coffee is stored
in sacks ready for market. The wholesale price of coffee
at the present time, on the plantation, is 18 cents per
pound. The gathering of snch buge crops require an
immense number of farm hl1nds or slaves, and the number
of houses that sUTround the family mansion on a fazenda
constitute a small colony.
Besides examining the way in which coffee i prepared
for the market, it was equally interesting to dine with the
family and thus obtain a correct idea of fazenda life.
Moor the meal the family adjo1.uned to the garden, or more
pToperly the orcbard, where we enjoyed a taste of mangoes,
oranges, pomegranates, combaca, alligator pears, pine-apples,
and bananas. So rich proI'u iou of delicious fruits can l(
only be outained in the tropics.
3

56

THE

U P L AND S

0 F

BRA Z I L .

The climate of this upland region is salubrious and
really delightful-warm, it is true, by day, but the nights
are always cool and refreshing. Unfortunately for Brazil,
the world at large knows but little of these beautiful tablelands, and imagining that the entire country has a climate
like that of Rio, does not even venture a trip to thi fal'off land. We tl'l1st that in this respect the tide may oon
turn, and that ere long many lines of fast steamers will be
necessary to carry the increased travel and interchange ~f
products between the greatest Republic and Empire of the
Western World.
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HE following 1'esume has been taken from the Portuguese illustrated periodical, called the "0 Novo

Mundo:"

o

QUE DIZEM DE NOS.

UM AMERICANO INTELLIGENTE NO BRAZIL.

o Sr. Engenheiro AUCHINc:t1oss, Vice-Presidente da
"Delaware Oar Works" que ha POLlCO tempo esteve no
Brazil, e creveu uma serie de cartas interesantes sobre 0
paiz. A que se referem ao Rio e a S. Paulo s[o particLllarmente cluiosas pois )lao-nos a impressffo que 0 nosso paiz
faz n'um estrangeiro que tem viajado muito, que e illustrado
e sympathi a com 0 esforyos das nayoes menos adiantadas
na estrada do progres o. E'-nos pena que a extensao dessas
c::w:tas nos prohiba a sua traducyao completa neste periodico. Faremos, todavia, excerptos de 111gumas dellas.
'No entender de Mr. AUCHINCLO , 0 primeiro dia em
que a ge'nte avista a bahia do ,Bio de Janeiro deve flcar
marcado para sempre como uma epocha memoravel na vida.
apoles e Oonstantinopla pretendem, a seu huno ser a
mais bella bahia do mundo; ma el1as ~ao apenas como degraus por que 0 espirito sobe do manor para 0 maior. 0
Rio e inque tionavelrnente mais grandioso: e uma cousa
immensa, e sempre bella, seja qnal f6r 0 ponto de vista do
viajante. 0 Pao d'Assucar e S. Oruz, 0 Oorcovado, os 01'gams com seus picos azues, a nobre extensao da bahia (16
milhas sobre 11) semeada de innumeras ilhas cobertas de
3>
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folbagem verde, tudo isto e um espectaculo tao bello, e
variado, como e novo para 0 estrangeiro.
o escriptor achou muito curioso 0 regulamento da policia
do porto, a enorme buzina do vigia de S. Cruz, etc. Ai do
Commandaute do na~io que procura e capar alguma cia
"solemnidades" nece~ aria para a entrada,! Um tiro <L'1
fortaleza logo 0 chama a orJem.
Os innumeros botes, que atracam 0 vapor as im que chega,
merecem men9ao especial. Com 0 porta qne temo, eria,
bem facil desembarmu: 0 pa sageiJ:os do vap6r em terra por
meio de urn simples " gang-plank:" mas isto ia acabar com
o grande negocio do transporte de passageiJ:os nesses botes.
No Brazil nrLo se faz muito caso de tempo: ahi 0 tempo ulio
e c1inbeiro, e a maxima rcrnante e: "NlLo fa9ais hoje 0 que
podeis fazer amanhan." Por isso e que nuo se tem culdado
de melhor desembarque. Por isso 0 escriptor avisa aos sells
patricios que e-lhes inutil 0 quererem apressar-se no Brazil
para qualquer cousa que seja: eHes encontrarao sempre aqui,
Ull "espere um pouco, Seubor," ali um "Paciencia I" e
acohl, um "Amanban." " Andemos de vagal' no Brazil e
no fim teremos alcan9ado mals e, melbor aincla, teremos
poupado a saude."
A Alfandega s6 esta. aberta ate as 3 horas (nos E. U. ate
as 6 do, tarde), e os empregado suo muito exigentes.
o tylbury" e llma bello, in titui9:10 de ol'igem ingleza
e dig-na de ser imitada nos E tados nidos. Ha poucos
ca;:allos, e raros SaD bons, ma as mn]as sao excellente. 0
homens carregam muito no, cabeya: no, verdade s6 na Hollanda carregam tanto como no Brazil.
Os Brazilciros proprio,mente SaD muito inimigos de traba1hos meniaes. Quando ba, por~m, uma vaga de caixeiro
ou de e cripturario publico, entao 0 numero do co,nclidatos
e legiao. Alem do seu cbapeo de sol de seda, 0 Brazileiro
nao g6sta de carregal' embrulhos do qualidade alguma, e 0
escriptor ate viu um official do, guarda nacional alugar um
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negro para The carregar a espada e dragonas quando ia a
certo exercicio.
As ruas sao estreitas, mas os cocbeiros sao mui habeis:
ha um excellente regulamento de ruas por onde os carro~
s6 podem subiI' ou descer, 0 que esti marcado corn uma
~ ou ~ . As egrejas suo Mas. E' peua que mIo hajtt
completa separagao da Egreja e do E tado. 0 sabbado
do senhor e s6 pa' ciaImente ob ervado, e os protestantes
estao fazendo progres 0 uo paiz.
Ha muitos hotei nn, cidacle, e os meThores sao 0 de EstraugeiI'os e a pequeni1 hospedaJ'ia de Mr. CARSON. lVlas niIo
ha urn so hotel que lcmbre 0 hotel cornmum do primeiI'a
ordem nos Estados Unidos. Na opiniuo do escl'iptor, seria
urn bello ernprego de capital a creaquo de um estabelecimento destes ne ta cidacle de perto de 400 000 habitautes.
Mas isto nao e tanto de estranbar como 0 facto que so ha
vapor mensal do Rio de Janeiro a New York. " Ao passo
que a Europa manda a es 'e porto oito vapores For mez de
Liverpool e Londre, dous de outhampton, dous de Antuerpia, clous de Hamburgo, don de Bordeos, um de LisMa e um de Geuova, os E tados Unidos s6 teem uma tinha
de vapores, fazendo apenas uma viagem mensal ! .. 0 facto
e que os nossos concidadiIo"," continua Mr. AUCIIINCLOSS,
nao apreciam a sua Iroximidade do grande impel'io do
Brazil, nem fazem e forqos pam conseguir maior parte do
seu commercio.
em a no sa gente de meios e lazer iInagill a 0 clima salubre das serras do Brazil, nem que haja
cidade tlio lindas como 0 Rio de Janeiro, Pet!'gpolis, Sao
PanIo e outra. Mus estamos certo que chegara brevementc 0 dia em que aquelles que estao agora iudo a Europa
l)aJ'a distrahiI'em-se, diI'iger-se-bao a tena da Sancta Cruz
onde ficarrLo admiradissimos das suas proprjas ideas obre 0
atrazo do paiz, das costumes e do nobre povo do Brazil."
o escriptor occupa-se n'nma cnrta exclusivamente da
Tijuca e de Petropolis, que elle desCl'eve com muita vivesa
(C
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de c()res e como verdadeiro amante da natureza. Na Tijuca
ha 0 hotel de Mr. WHITE, mas deviam haver mais: 0 logar
e um dos mais lindos que ha na terra. '.ralvez ainda mais
linda e Petropolis. Ahi a gente rica passa 0 verao, e a
principal rua da cidade p6de-se comparar-se bem com a
BcllevueAvenue em Kewport, tal ea elegancia das can-uagens e 0 bom gosto do vestuario das Brazileiras. 0 hotel
de Mr. McDoWELL e 0 melhor que Mr. AUCHINCLOSS
achou no Brazil: ahi nao 0 obrigaram a comeI' 0 auominavel feijao, carne s~cca e farinha de pau. 0 Imperador
estava ent:Io em Petropolis e 0 escriptor diz que teve a
homa de ~nversar um~ hora com elIe. "Duvido que qualquer outro Monarcha vivo tenhn. os conhecimentos scientificos e classicos de que sua Magestade se pode jactar. A
sua apparencia tambem belIa, s~ndo robu to e tendo seis
pes e quatro pollegadas de altura, de modo que empunba 0
sceptl·o e leva a cor()a com graC(a e c1ignidade. NUo digo
isto por ouvir (lizer: a conversa que tive a hoora de travar
com S. M. deixou-me impressoes que me convenceram qu~
e feliz 0 povo que e regido 1)01' um monarch a tao illustl'aclo,
yalente e progressista."
Uma das cartas do viajal1te occupa-se de S. PauIo. 0
e Cl;ptor se peualisa que na Provincia mais Irogressista do
Brazil (materialmente thllando) ainda reinem tantas snperstic(oc como elIe TIU ali. Os foguetes de aI', atimdos de
diet, fomm uma novidade para 0 viajante: e a;s pl'omissoes
de imagens trazidas para a cidade para fazer cahir chuva
fizeram-n'o pasmo. S. Jorge a cavallo da-The assnmpto
para profundas observaC(oes,-e dolorosas tambem.
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